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PROPERTY TAX NOTICE  

 

PROPERTY TAXES DUE  

OCTOBER 1, 2015—TO—FEBRUARY 28, 2016  

EFFECTIVE MARCH 1  

PENALTIES ACCRUE AT 1.5% MONTHLY 

  

YOU CAN CHECK OR PAY ONLINE AT  
www.cityofwhitehouse.com  

Go to - I Want To – Pay – City Property Taxes  

 

NOT RECEIVING A TAX NOTICE  

WILL NOT RELIEVE YOU OF YOUR RESPONSI-

BILITY  

FOR PAYING YOUR PROPERTY TAXES ON TIME.  

IF YOU ARE NEW TO THE AREA, YOU SHOULD 

HAVE TWO TAX NOTICES; ONE FROM THE CITY 

OF WHITE HOUSE AND ONE FROM THE COUNTY 

YOU ARE LOCATED IN.  

 

We still have a lot of 2014 taxes unpaid.  

Word on White House 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE 
 

Greetings, 
 

Hope everyone had a great summer!!! Our Planning 

Commission has had many agenda items to vote on 

this summer. We are very thankful for the volunteer 

efforts of our Commission. It is not always easy for 

them to make decisions concerning land use and the 

developments on these lands. Just in the past few 

months they approved: A preliminary plat for 12 new 

lots for Phase 3 of the Cambria subdivision; a site 

plan for a new Los Jalapenos Mexican Restaurant on the west side of 

F&M Bank; Preliminary Master Development Plan for a 40-unit multi-

family development on the north side of Deer Crossing; a site plan for 

a new location for White House Utility District on Business Park Drive 

next to Fire Station #2; a site plan for 299 lots in a new subdivision 

named “Summerlin” off of McCurdy Road next to the Greystone sub-

division; and a Final Master Development Plan for a new 51 lot subdi-

vision by the name of “Settlers Ridge” on Ben Albert Road; an addi-

tional 96 units at the Standard at White House apartment complex on 

Sage Road; a site plan for a possible expansion of our Kroger Store 

and a site plan for a possible new condominium(140 units)/shops at the 

corner of SR76 and US 31W in the town center. 

 

Other developments happening soon or in progress include: an addition 

to the Tate Ornamental facility on Sage Road; a new activity center at 

Grace Park Church; a new retailer next to Taco Bell on Hester Drive 

named J & L Liquors; Uptown Wine and Spirits in the retail strip next 

to Kroger; Webb Business Office, a new construction, on US 31W 

near Town Center; Loves Travel Center to include nearly 120 seats of 

dine in at IHOP, Godfather’s Pizza, and Chester’s Chicken.   

 

SR76 in the Interstate 65 area over the next 12 months will be chal-

lenging as coordinated efforts are underway to make improvements 

with additional lanes and traffic signalization. Please bear with us or 

seek alternate routes if possible during construction. 

 

In ending, we are excited about the opening of our new White House 

Library. We were so thankful to see nearly 300 people attend the rib-

bon cutting. Just in the first two weeks of opening the library staff is-

sued cards to over 400 new patrons!  

 

Be safe, smile often, and enjoy the beautiful fall weather approaching. 

 

Gerald O. Herman 

City Administrator 

Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 General Information 
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General Information Word on White House Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 
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Senior Center Word on White House Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR CENTER  

COORDINATOR  
 

The Senior Center of White House would like to invite all Seniors to our Cen-

ter located in the Municipal Building at 105 College Street, White House. Our 

center is open Monday through Thursday, 9am to 5pm.   

 

Join us in October and November for our Birthday Pot Luck, a Bowling trip, 

Miniature Golf at Opry Mills, a visit to Adams, TN with lunch, and our fa-

mous Mystery Trip. You can also enjoy our Bingo that is the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays of the month after lunch. Lunch October 28th will be followed 

with a Costume Contest and Trick or Treat. Our center is always available for 

a fun game of cards, pool, games, puzzles, dominos and once a month we en-

joy a fun game of Bunco! Our Craft Corner will continue this Fall with our 

Christmas Placemats, Poinsettia Candle Holder and many new projects. Come 

join our Book Club for an interesting read and occasionally movie. 

 

Make plans to enjoy a performance by The Robertson County Band October 

20th at 7:00pm in the cafeteria. 

 

We will continue to stay fit with our Monday trip to the Gallatin Civic Center 

for Water Aerobics, Sittercise is 9a.m. on Tuesday and Thursday in our Cen-

ter, and the Gym is open Monday through Thursday until 10a.m. for a walk. 

 

A hot lunch is available every Wednesday at noon for $2.50. This is a great 

time for fellowship with other Seniors. Reservations are required by noon on 

Monday.  Call Billie at 615.672.4350, ext 2116. 

 

A special thanks to Carole Dollar, Roy McGregor and Morris Watson for sing-

ing for our lunch in August! 

 

We would also like to thank Dollar General, Kroger, and White House 

Foodland for the gift certificates for Bingo. 

 

Check out our calendar on the City of White House website or stop by for a 

tour and calendar. 

Our Pool Players 

August Birthdays!!  
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Trip to Shaker 

Museum 

July Birthdays!!  

Enjoying lunch after our Mystery Trip 

We are getting ready to start 

our Fall activities so come 

join the fun! 

Our Bowlers 
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Parks & Recreation Department Word on White House Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 

Labor Day Bike Parade 

Christmas Parade 
 

The Christmas Parade is Saturday, December 5h at 1:00PM. An-

yone wishing to participate must register before December 3 at 

5:15PM at the Parks Department. (See page 3 for more details) 

“Best Decorated Bike” 

Blaine West 

2nd Place  

Ella Smith 

3rd Place 

 

Ashleigh 

Smith 

&  

Taylor 

Davenport 

2015-16 Youth Basketball 

Registration ends October 19th  

Registration fee: $65 for City 

Residents/$77 for Non-

Residents 

 

Look on the cover for details regarding 

Trail of Treats!!  

Upcoming Events 
 

Men’s Softball, Adult Co-ed Kickball, Adult Co-ed Volley-

ball, Little League Challenger Baseball and Spring 2016 Girls 

Volleyball registration will begin in January!  

 

Keep checking our website for more details on all of our 

leagues and events at: http://www.cityofwhitehouse.com 

parks. 

http://www.cityofwhitehouse.com/government/parks
http://www.cityofwhitehouse.com/government/parks
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Special Events Word on White House Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 
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Special Events Word on White House Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 
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Public Services  Word on White House Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 

Many people still think that water pollution comes from a specific source called “point source” pollution like factories or sewage treatment plants but 

the Environmental Protection Agency estimates that now NPS (nonpoint source pollution) is the single biggest factor affecting water quality today.  

 

“Nonpoint source pollution” (NPS) occurs when water from storms picks up pollutants and deposits them away from the source of the pollution. This 

runoff finds its way into water sources, through storm drains or directly into streams, from which much of our drinking water comes. Typical nonpoint 

source pollutants in suburban areas are: household chemicals, yard waste, trash, salt and sand, excess nutrients (including lawn fertilizers, septic systems 

and pet wastes), pesticides, cleaning, goods, grease, and auto products.  

 

The cost of this type of pollution is reflected in higher bills, as drinking water coming from increasingly polluted sources is more expensive to treat. 
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Library & Museum Word on White House Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 

By: Terry Palmer, Museum Board Member 
  

No doubt you 

have seen and 

more than likely 

visited our new 

White House 

Library. It is 

another place 

we can be justly 

proud of in our 

town of White 

House, Tennes-

see. The new 

Library is state-

of-the- art and is 

a focal point of 

learning  in our 

City. 

 

With the advent of the new library facility, 

the White House Museum is expanding to 

bring you more insight, knowledge and ar-

tifact displays of the life and times of White 

House. The Museum is closed now for ren-

ovation, but will be bigger and better than 

ever when it reopens. In the meantime, we 

would like to share bits of history and lore 

with you concerning our place in the great 

State of Tennessee.  

 

We are in the last year of the 150th anniver-

sary of the American Civil War. The story 

about to be shared was told to me some 40 

years ago by a native of the area, whose 

name was Mr. L.D. 

 

During the War, most areas in Tennessee 

had local militia-these units were referred 

to as Home Guards, Partisan Rangers and 

to some Bushwackers. That is how Mr. 

L.D. referred to them. Their leader was El-

lis Harper. Harper was born at Richland 

Station (later re-named Portland by the 

Railroad). He was about 19 years old when 

he enlisted in the Confederate Army at 

Tyree Springs. The 30th Tennessee Infantry 

Regiment is where he began his service. In 

February of 1862, he as well as most of the 

Regiment, was captured at Ft. Donalson 

and sent to a northern prison. 

Harper and others managed to escape and 

made their way back to Tennessee, where 

he fell in with Cpt. Petticord’s Scouts, who 

were then attached to Col. John Hunt Mor-

gan’s cavalry. The story goes that Col. 

Morgan was so impressed with Harper as a 

scout, that he commissioned him as a Cap-

tain in the Confederate Army with the mis-

sion of harassing the Union Army in and 

around the area. 

 

Mr. L.D.’s father was about 9 years old 

when he first heard and saw Ellis Harper 

and his “Bushwackers” and had related the 

following to L. D. as part of their family 

history. The family lived in a one room log 

cabin about a half mile from Two Chestnut 

(which can still be found on the map). The 

land had been in the family since the Revo-

lutionary War and was given as payment 

for that service.  

 

Harper and his troop visited the family sev-

eral times during the War and would appro-

priate any and every thing they wanted.   

Food, horses, firearms, chickens, hams - 

anything they wanted, they took. L.D.’s 

grandfather could have protested, and did 

on the first visit, but made no attempt at 

protest thereafter. As a matter of fact, any 

time he heard the sound of gunfire and the 

thunder of horse’s hooves, the family 

would head for the cellar and stay there un-

til Harper would take his leave. 

 

 Mr. L.D.  let me look at and hold a sword 

that his ancestor had carried during the 

Revolutionary War. This sword, along with 

a flintlock musket, was hidden several 

times in the hollow of an old oak tree when 

Ellis Harper and his men would come for a 

visit. 

 

There is more to this story which I will tell 

you of in the next issue of the paper. It 

deals with six Yankee soldiers and Ellis 

Harper. 

 

Be sure to visit your new White House Li-

brary.  

Captain Ellis Harper 

Confederate Army 

         Toddler Tuesdays is every Tuesday      

        at 10:30am for those ages 0-3.     

        There will not be story time the    

        week of Thanksgiving. 

        Preschool story time is eve 

Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. for ages 4-5. There will not be a 

preschool story time on November 11th as the library will be 

closed for Veterans Day or during the week of Thanksgiving.   

 

Homeschool group meets the 1st 

and 3rd Thursday of each month 

at 2:00pm. This program pro-

vides homeschool students ages 

5-12 with extracurricular activi-

ties that expand creativity, learn-

ing, & social skills. 
 

The Wildcard Kids Club provides elementary 

kids ages 5-11 with after school fun, arts & 

crafts and creativity development. This club will 

meet on Monday October 5th and 26th and Mon-

day November 2nd and 23rd at 5:30pm. Please 

call the library for more information. 

 

 

The library will hold family movie 

nights on Monday, October 19th at 

5:30 and Monday November 16th and 

30th. Please call the library at 615-672

-0239 closer to those dates for movie titles.  

 

Tuesday Teens will be the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 

of each month. Teens between the ages of 12 

and 17 can join us for fun and games, crafts, 

food, and more. Visit or call the library for a 

list of events each month.   

 

 

Tuesday talks are held the 2nd and 4th Tues-

day of each month at 5:30pm. Come and lis-

ten to informal educational talks for topics 

such as crocheting, learning languages, 

health and wellness, sewing, budgeting, and 

so much more! Call or visit the library for 

these events topics. 

 

Join us at the library on October 

1st, 15th and November 12th at 

10:00 a.m. for more formal work-

shops on such topics as scams, job 

hunting and more. Visit or call the library closer to time for 

more details.  
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MYTH:  “A smoke alarm provides enough protection.” 

FACT:  Smoke alarms alert occupants to the presence of danger, but do nothing to extin-

guish the fire. Home fire sprinkler systems respond quickly to reduce heat, flames, and 

smoke from a fire, giving residents valuable time to get out safely. Smoke alarms reduce 

the risk of dying if a home fire occurs by about one-third. If you have a reported fire in 

your home, the risk of dying decreases by about 80% when sprinklers are present. 

 

MYTH: “Newer homes are safer homes; the fire and death problem is limited to older 

homes.” 

FACT: Age of housing is a poor predictor of fire death rates.  When older housing is 

associated with higher rates, it usually is because older housing tends to have a dispro-

portionate share of poorer, less educated households.  Statistically, the only fire safety 

issue that is relevant to the age of the home is outdated electrical wiring.  Beyond that, 

age of the home has little to nothing to do with fire safety. A fire at 2:00 a.m. is just as 

deadly in a new home as it is in an older home.  Larger homes, open spaces, increased 

fuel loads, void spaces, and changing building materials contribute to: faster fire propa-

gation, shorter time to flashover, rapid changes in fire dynamics, shorter escape time, 

shorter time to collapse. 

 

MYTH:  “Home fire sprinklers are expensive and will make housing unaffordable, espe-

cially for first-time buyers moving to our area.” 

FACT: The fact is that home fire sprinklers are affordable. In 2013, the Fire Protection 

Research Foundation issued its updated Home Fire Sprinkler Cost Assessment re-

port which revealed that the cost of installing home fire sprinklers averages $1.35 per 

sprinklered square foot for new construction. That's down from $1.61 per sprinklered 

square foot that was in the Foundation's 2008 report. To put the cost of a sprinkler sys-

tem into perspective, many people pay similar amounts for carpet upgrades, a paving 

stone driveway, or a whirlpool bath. Sales in many U.S. communities where sprinkler 

systems are available show that, not only are consumers requesting this feature, but also 

that houses with sprinkler systems are selling faster than those without. Installing home 

fire sprinklers can help residents: significantly reduce property loss in the event of fire; 

cut homeowner insurance premiums; help qualify home for a tax rebate; and help sup-

port local fire service efforts. 

MYTH:  “Home fire sprinklers often leak or activate accidentally.” 

FACT: Leaks from automatic sprinkler systems are very rare, and no more likely than 

leaks from any part of a home's plumbing system. It is also rare for a damaged sprinkler 

system to release water, and when it happens, it is almost never an accident. Vandalism 

or misuse are typically involved. Furthermore, a sprinkler will not activate from expo-

sure to a burning match or any likely event in the house other than a significant, unwant-

ed fire.  

 

MYTH:  “When a fire occurs, every sprinkler will activate and everything in the house 

will be ruined.” 

FACT: In the event of a fire, typically, only the sprinkler closest to the fire will activate, 

spraying water directly on the fire, leaving the rest of the house dry and secure. Roughly 

eighty-five percent of the time, just one sprinkler operates. 

 

MYTH:  “The water damage caused by the sprinkler system will be more extensive than 

fire damage.” 

FACT: Home fire sprinklers can significantly reduce property loss and damage due to a 

fire. The sprinkler will quickly control the heat and smoke from the fire, limiting damage 

to other areas of the house, giving residents valuable time to get out safely. Any resulting 

water damage from the sprinkler will be less severe than the damage caused by water 

from fire-fighting hose lines. Fire departments use up to 10 times as much water to extin-

guish a home fire than fire sprinklers would use to extinguish the same fire. 

 

MYTH:  “Any time a smoke alarm goes off it will activate the home fire sprinklers.” 

FACT: Each individual sprinkler is designed and calibrated to activate when it senses a 

significant heat change. They do not operate in response to smoke, burnt toast, cooking 

vapors, steam, or an activating smoke alarm. 

 

Source: http://www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/advocacy-tools/fact-sheets/myths-vs-

facts.aspx 

Fire Department Word on White House Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 

MEET YOUR FIREFIGHTER:  

Winter Heating Safety Tips 
 

As the weather cools we all know that we can look forward to another season of home heating. This 

is the time of year when home fires tend to increase. We want to remind everyone to be safe when 

heating your home this winter. Most home heating fires are avoidable by following some simple safe-

ty measures. These simple steps may save your life or your property: 

 When buying a new heating unit, make sure that a qualified contractor installs it, or checks your 

installation. 

 For wood burning stoves, have a professional inspect your stove and chimney, and clean accord-

ing to the inspector’s findings. 

 Do not burn green wood in stoves; this may cause excessive creosote build-up. 

 Keep heaters at least 3 feet from anything that can burn. 

 Fuel portable kerosene heaters in a well ventilated area away from flames or other heat sources, 

and only when the unit has completely cooled.  USE ONLY KEROSENE, never use gasoline. 

 Make sure that gas fueled heating devices have adequate ventilation. Never use liquefied-

petroleum gas heaters with self-contained fuel supplies in the home. 

 Portable space heaters should be turned off every time you leave the room or go to bed. 

 Allow ashes to cool before disposing. Dispose of ashes in a metal container. 

 

If you have questions about home fire safety, contact the Fire Department, and we can come to your 

home for a fire safety inspection. Call 672-5338 for more information. 

Firefighter Fisher started with 

the City of White House Fire 

Department as a career fire-

fighter in 2010. Some of the 

certifications that Firefighter 

Fisher holds are: Firefighter I, 

Firefighter II, Certified Driver/ 

Operator, Aerial Driver/

Operator, and Emergency Med-

ical Technician. Firefighter 

Fisher is assigned to “A” shift. 

Home Fire Sprinklers…myths vs. facts 
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Police Department Word on White House Oct. 2015/ Nov. 2015 
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Safety Day Spotlight Word on White House Oct. 2015 / Nov. 2015 


